Plastics make our life easier.
Their disposal is however a
challenge due to the countless
types of plastics. Over the past
years the recycling processes
of unmixed waste have yet
tremendously improved.

Plastics

Endlessly useful!
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Applications

Flastic is one of the most durable
material — however maost plastics
are wsed for (the production of)
disposable products,

In fact more than one third of
the plastic production ends up

a5 single-use (throwaway)
packaging material,
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Ower the past years, plastic recycling increased a lot [see below), for instance.

Mevertheless the share of plastic waste which is recycled and reused

for production is still very small compared to other materials. Wersatile and highly inflammahls 1841
material made of cellulose which Ehanite
was used For the production of

the first films but also jewellerny.
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Most yoghurt pots are
made of polystyrene (PS)

office/school
PP folder

PE ar PP

e

PS plastic cup A

PS5 or PET

PP baby

bottle <

PP flowerpot
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LOPE bucket

Palyethylene

PVC windows container

PS5 glasses frame PUR sponge Easy test:
PEor PP/ PS or PET?
Even a lay person can

{17) Polypropylene ceparate different plastic

! | (12) Polyethylene
Low Density {(3) Polystyrene
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PVC boaols

Polyathylens 15 widaly used

faor packaging 1 .
: (14} Polyvinylchloride ; y J J '/-;a

ABS Legow brick

(346 Others

Polytetrafluoroethylena/FTFE

Polyethylene bags (Teflon) frying pan

(12) Polyethylene :
High Density . /)

Plastic vs. ph:tlc
There are various types of plastics
feraturing different properlie
Thar international recycling codes
(ranging from m 1o oF) appearing
on maosl plastic products are
meant fo make (unmixed

PET boltles !

{&) Polyethylene
terephthalate

ceparation easy

www.plasticseurope.org PlasticsEurope

\h Association of Measiics Mepnufoctwrers

types: PE and PP float in
water, P5 and PET drown.



